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Request for Applications (RFA)  

Unified Framework For Success: Developing an Integrated Approach to Early Childhood System of Care 

 Questions and Answers: June 7 – June 14, 2017 

 

Category # Question Answer 

 
 

Submission 
Requirements 

 

1 
Can organizations submit more than one 
proposal? 

To promote internal system(s) integration, organizations may only 
submit one application. 

2 

Page 5 of the RFA guidelines references that 
eligible agencies should participate in Learning 
Communities.  Please explain “Learning 
Communities”. 

Learning Communities convenings will provide periodic opportunity 
for the selected/funded agencies to share their approaches, process 
and real-time learnings as they undertake Phase I objectives of the 
RFA.  This also provides a space for F5FC to provide any additional 
support and/or resources agencies may need to further enhance 
their efforts.  The frequency of the convenings will be determined 
with the selected agencies.   
 

3 

 

Does the LOI need to identify partners & should 
they also submit an LOI? 

 

The Letter of Intent (LOI) provides a space for a brief overview of the 
proposed system’s improvement activities. The lead agency 
submitting the LOI can identify potential partners (internal or 
external) and include a brief description of the partner’s role in 
carrying out Phase I activities.  Partners identified in the LOI, do not 
need to submit an additional LOI.  
 
Please also see answers for Questions # 6, 7, & 9 of this document 
as you deliberate on the purpose of identifying partners.   

4 
Do we submit application for courtesy review via 
email or hand delivery? 

 

In order to take advantage of the Courtesy Review opportunity, 
applications must be hand-delivered. Any issues or concerns 
regarding compliance with the submission requirements outlined in 
the RFA (p.7-9) and Attachment C (p. 14) will be communicated in-
person at the completion of the Courtesy Review.  
 

5 How many applications will be considered? 

The Commission anticipates selecting 3-5 agencies for funding 
under this RFA (refer to p.4, Project Overview). 
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Intent of the 
RFA  

6 

Are partnerships encouraged? For example, 
can two organizations that work together 
develop the needs assessment & then 
implement within their own systems- while also 
investigating how they can better integrate? 

 

The primary intent of Phase I of this RFA is to give individual 
agencies an opportunity to focus on their internal infrastructure to 
assess and understand how parts of their system interact with one 
another, identify opportunities to reduce fragmentation in funding, 
service provision and coordination. Therefore, developing external 
partnerships are not part of the RFA requirements nor the focus. 
Please refer to p.4 of the RFA to see key strategies identified for 
Phase I.  
 
When agencies strengthen their own internal capacity and promote 
integration, the collaboration with the internal parts as well as 
external partners will ultimately improve as a result.  
 

7 
Is it recommended that entities collaborate on 
this funding opportunity? 
 

 

Please refer to the answer for Question # 6 of this document for 
additional clarification.   
 
Collaboration among the agency’s leadership, staff and other 
stakeholders as identified by the agency would be necessary to 
effectively carry out Phase I objectives of the RFA. 
 

8 
Since the grant builds off of the B3 Initiative, are 
applicants required to partner with one of the 
participating B3 school districts? 

Partnering with one of the Birth to Third Grade (B3) School Districts 
is not a funding requirement for this RFA. 

9 
Can we include multiple partners in the 
application for Phase I? 

 

Given that the RFA is targeting multi-department/ multi-service child 
and family serving agencies, inclusion and collaboration of key 
personnel (leadership/ staff) of those departments will be essential to 
carry out the objectives of Phase I. Please refer to the answer for 
Question # 5 of this document for additional clarification. 
 

Eligibility 10 

If an organization already works with cross-
sector agencies and needs a system to collect 
and communicate, integrated data, is it eligible 
to apply?   

If the organization meets eligibility criteria as outlined in the RFA 
(p.5, section Eligible Applicants), then the organization is eligible to 
apply. Please also see answers for Questions # 6, 7 & 9 where the 
intent of the RFA is further clarified and may be useful to your 
organization. 
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Review 
Process 

11 Will F5FC publish scoring matrix in advance? 

Points possible for each section are already provided as part of the 
RFA. Please refer to Submission Requirements, section D 
(Narrative) and E (Budget) for more information on maximum points 
possible for each required section/question (pages 7-8).   
 
Only submissions receiving a score of 80 points and above will 
become finalists to be considered for funding. For more information 
on the review process, you may also see Review Process of the RFA 
(p. 8). 

Budget/ 
Financial 

12 
Is the Cash Match (5%-10%) taken into 
consideration to be a competitive budget? 

 

Yes. First, cash match contribution will be assessed based on the 
percentage of funds requested from F5FC.  Additional considerations 
will be given in relation to the agency size, annual budget and 
existing revenue to determine the proportionality of cash match when 
compared to other applicants’ contributions.  
 
Please note the budget portion of the application includes a total of 
30 points possible and additional 70 points are available in the 
narrative section of the RFA. 
 

13 Does it just have to be Cash Match or In-Kind? 

 

The RFA specifies only cash match contribution. Given that it’s 
imperative for applying agencies to demonstrate their buy-in and a 
level of readiness to undertake this type of systems-focused 
improvement, cash match is the only acceptable contribution for this 
funding opportunity. 
 

14 
What is the total funding amount?  
Any chance one entity can get it all?   

 

The Commission has allocated approximately $2 million for two 
years, with $1 million estimated per Phase (I & II) of the RFA. 
Agencies are eligible to apply for the maximum funding available per 
agency/per contract, of up to $200,000 to carry out Phase I 
objectives. Appropriateness of the requested amount will be 
assessed based on the proposed activities. 
 

15 How much $$$ is allocated for this Initiative? 
The Commission has allocated approximately $2 million for two 
years. With the anticipation of selecting 3-5 agencies, $1 million is 
estimated per Phase (I & II) of the RFA. 

16 
With the budget being up to $200,000 per 
contract can organizations use a research firm 
or staff time? 

Agencies may use staff time, a research firm, and/or a consultant 
based on the agency’s capacity and proposed activities outlined in 
the narrative section of the application. 

17 Is $200,000 only for Phase I? Yes, maximum funding available for Phase I per agency is $200,000. 

 


